CHAPTER VI
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AT TOURS
JUNE H
THE FRENCH FIGHT bitterly to prevent the Germans from
spanning the Seine with pontoon bridges which would pro-
vide crossings for major units. But the Seine defenses already
have been penetrated in some places, and through one such
gap the Germans push an advance motorized detachment to
the western outskirts of Paris. French military authorities take
over charge of the city, and gates and streets are barricaded in
preparation for house-to-house fighting. The city is under a
pall of smoke from fires in the suburbs, supposedly set by Ger-
man bombers, and surrounding roads are clogged with fleeing
refugees. But officials say that though Paris may be destroyed
she will never be surrendered.
The French lines of defense break all along the Marne under
fierce German tank and airplane assaults, and the main body
of French troops takes up new positions south of the river.
In the east the French also are under tremendous pressure,
the German objective being to break the "hinge95 where the
fluid front from the Channel to Montm^dy joins the Maginot
Line. In the Channel region, Havre has again been bombed
and Allied shipping sunk or damaged.
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